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Introduction

“The purpose of assessment, recording and reporting in Religious Education is to
ensure effective learning, to celebrate growth and achievement and to enable further
progress.”(NBRIA 1997)

“Excellence  in  Religious  Education  will  be  characterised  by  clarity  of  succinct
religious  learning  objectives  and  of  key  content,  by  appropriate  methodologies,
rigour, richness of resources, and achievement of identified outcomes and accurate
methods of assessment.”
Paragraph 7 Religious Education in Catholic Schools, May 2000, Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales.

“Effective assessment, recording and reporting are a natural part of all good teaching
and integral to the learning process. In Religious Education we need to ensure that
they are related to the overall aims and objectives as highlighted in the Religious
Education Curriculum Directory as well as the specific learning intentions of themes
and topics.”(NBRIA, 1997)

“The methods we adopt must be respectful of the innate dignity of each pupil, made
and loved by God.  They need to  support  teachers,  to  ensure  effective  learning,
celebrate growth and achievement and enable further progress and development to
take place.”
Foreword by Bishop John Rawsthorne, Guidelines for the Assessment, Recording
and Reporting of Religious Education, NBRIA 1998.

Rationale
We recognise that assessment, recording and reporting are a natural part of teaching
and are integral to the learning process. They are continuous processes requiring a
close  partnership  between  teachers  and  pupils,  and  the  involvement  of  others  as
appropriate. They are the responsibility of all teachers.

We believe that assessment is at the heart of good teaching and does not require
highly  complex  procedures.  We further  believe  that  the  unnecessary  recording  of
assessments can stifle the creativity of the teacher and thereby hamper the learning
process.

We therefore acknowledge that our approach to assessment, recording and reporting
of Religious Education will be broad in character and will recognise the innate dignity
and worth of each individual.  Assessment in RE will follow the whole school policy and
is identified as an integral part of teaching and learning.  Assessment is moderated. 

Why do we assess Religious Education?
1. To celebrate the children’s achievements and to share their achievements

with their parents.
2. To inform future planning.
3. For teachers to have records of children’s progress.
4. For  children  to  have  the  opportunity  to  be  involved  in  their  own

assessment.
5. To show the effectiveness and accountability of a schools’ teaching and

learning.
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6. To enhance the expertise of the teacher by revealing what activities have
been successful in pupil’s learning. (Professional Development).

What do we assess?

IN CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, WE ONLY ASSESS CHILDREN’S 
KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND SKILLS, NOT CHILDREN’S FAITH.

 Catholic Religious Education assesses
 Attainment Target 1

Learning about Religion :knowledge and understanding of
  i Beliefs, teachings and sources
 ii Celebration and Ritual
 iii Social and moral practices and way of life.

 Attainment Target 2
Learning from Religion: Reflection on Meaning
i Engagement with own and others beliefs and values.
ii Engagement  with questions of meaning and purpose

 Reflection and contemplation
            Journeying in reflection and contemplation.

Practice: Planning Assessment tasks
Planning and Assessment follows the WTL recommendations and use of resources
available on the school’s shared computer network. 

All planning will take account of the concepts, attitudes, skills and knowledge.   The
long,  medium  and  where  applicable,  short  term  planning  ensures  continuity  and
progression.

All  teachers  will  conduct  one  formal  assessment  each  half  term  on  the  topics
undertaken, to ensure that each strand of AT1 will have been assessed during the year.
All planning will  identify specific assessment strategies for each topic, which will  be
integrated  into  our  teaching.  Assessment  will  also  take  place  through  general
observation, end of lesson reviews, end of task reviews, marking and commenting of
written  work  on  ‘The Way, the  Truth  and the  Life’  topics  as  well  as  through  pupil
response to marking.

Evidence of attainment in the strands of AT2 will be found throughout the process of
‘The Way, the Truth and the Life’ in the child’s work and in other aspects of life in the
school.  The use of the learning expectations listed for each ‘The Way, the Truth and
the Life’ topic will  indicate the pupils’ range of knowledge and understanding of the
learning objectives achieved by the pupils on completion of the topic.

In the early years on-going formative assessment is at the heart of practice.  Children
are observed as they act and interact in their play, everyday activities and planned
activities,  and  learn  from  parents  about  what  the  child  does  at  home.   These
observations  are  recorded  and  may include  evidence  of  children’s  comments  and
photographs etc.  These observations then feed into future planning.
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Summative assessment is undertaken in accordance with the requirements set out in
Development Matters both when children join the Nursery and when they leave the
Early Years Foundation Stage.

Marking:
Marking pupils’ work will be approached positively and constructively so that it affirms
and  celebrates  success  and  encourages  future  learning.   It  follows  the  school’s
marking and feedback policy.  (also see Assessment Appendix below)

Recording: 
Recording will  recognise the distinctive nature of Religious Education.  Records will
provide evidence of what pupils have done and achieved and show pupil progress over
time.

At English Martyrs’ School,  class teachers keep a record of formal assessment for
each  of  the  six  half  termly  topics  using  the  Assessment  grids  kept  in  the  RE
Assessment folder on the school’s IT shared Network.  We use the assessment tasks
recommended by the WTL programme which can also be differentiated for pupils of
different abilities.  Written assessment tasks do not have to be done at the very end of
each topic but can be incorporated at any stage of the learning and teaching during
each half term.  Teachers are to use sub levels when assessing each half term task
and when assigning an end of year level. 

The process of recording will enable us to provide evidence of the work covered and
the attainment achieved. A school portfolio containing examples of work reflecting all
appropriate  attainment  target  strands  and  levels,  together  with  the  assessment
objective and teachers comments will be developed and maintained by the Religious
Education Subject Leader.

Reporting of Religious Education will provide feedback to pupils on their achievement
and progress. It will be a means of information for parents, which contributes to our
partnership  with  them.  It  will  offer  opportunities  for  discussion  and  collaboration
developing the part played by both in the child’s education.

Review
The R.E. Subject Leader will be responsible for monitoring and evaluating the success
of this policy.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
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National Board of Religious Inspectors and Advisers 
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(Rejoice Publications 1998)
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Levels of Attainment in Religious Education
National Board of Religious Inspectors and Advisers 
(Rejoice Publications 2000)

Levels of Attainment in Religious Education -revised
National Board of Religious Inspectors and Advisers 
(Rejoice Publications 2007)

Religious Education in Catholic Schools
A statement from the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales May 
2000   (Catholic Media Office)

Assessment  for  Learning  -  Research  based  principles  of  Assessment  for
learning to guide classroom practice. 
Assessment Reform Group 2002

APPENDIX

ASSESSMENT 
(i) General Observation
Teachers  are  continually  making  informal,  professional  assessments  of   individual
pupils. They become aware of a pupil’s level of understanding and growth in skills by
observing their ability:

 To listen
 To ask relevant questions
 To respond to questions
 To interact with others
 To work with others
 To be still
 To understand
 To remember

Typical  classroom tasks  observed,  which  demonstrate  the  extent  to  which  pupils  
are achieving the intended learning outcome are:

 Engaging in creative play
 Planning and completing a piece of written work
 Planning, creating and mounting a display
 Creating and performing a drama or ‘play’
 Discussing an issue and drawing conclusions
 Engaged in role play
 Composing a hymn, song or poem
 Preparing a celebration or liturgy
 Planning and completing a piece of art or craft.

Good teachers know a group is working well when :
 Pupils are on task
 Pupils are taking part in discussion
 They are involved in and enjoy learning
 They are evaluating their own and other’s contributions
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 They are selecting appropriate methods and organising effectively
the resources they need

 They are co-operating with each other
 The learning intention is being achieved
 Progress is visible.

Observation will enable the teacher to ascertain the task:
 Is understood
 Is appropriately differentiated
 Enables learning
 Presents challenge to pupils.

 
(ii) End of Task Review
Pupils are able to assess the work they have done.  Criteria for such assessment is
agreed with the pupils and includes such questions as:

 Do we understand the task?
 How far  have we got?
 What do you know and understand now?
 How well have we worked together?

A degree of honesty and maturity is needed but pupils can be encouraged to
assess whether or not targets have been met by reflecting on their work, comparing it
with others and discussing it with peers, support assistants or teachers.

 
(iii) End of Lesson Review
Pupils are encouraged to reflect on and share what they have learnt during the lesson
as individuals and as a group. The teacher may ask specific questions to discover
which  learning  objectives  have  been  achieved.  The  teacher  then  effectively
summarises and reinforces learning that has taken place, and keeps a note of learning
objectives which need to be revisited.

(iv) End of Topic/Module Assessment
This form of summative assessment is probably the most common assessment used in
school. It brings together the teaching and learning for each individual involved in a unit
of work but also provides a group response and a group assessment. Consequently,
there will also be elements of diagnostic and evaluative assessment. The greater the
repertoire of assessment tasks used the richer the possibilities of response.

Achievement  can  be  demonstrated  through  art,  drama,  mime,  music,  visual
representation (photograph,  video,  slide)  celebration and liturgy as well  as through
written  work  including  summaries  of  discussion,  collation  of  findings  and  topic
evaluations by teachers and pupil. It can be expressed individually or collectively and in
combinations of any of these forms. By offering pupils a variety of media in which to
express their achievement the teacher is encouraging self-expression in verbal and
non-verbal ways.
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Display
A topic display offers evidence of pupil achievement and also celebrates this. The
possibility for written, art and graphic work allows individuals to select a medium of
their own choice to express what they know and understand of the topic covered. The
standard  set  by  the  teacher  ensures  that  the  best  efforts  go  into  this  summative
display. Building the creation of the display into the planning of the topic means that it
can grow throughout the topic rather than consume a disproportionate amount of time
at the end. A growing knowledge and understanding brings a continuous process of
assessment that informs the development of the topic.

 
(v) Marking and Commenting on Work
A  personal  verbal  dialogue  between  teacher  and  pupil  is  encouraged  whenever
possible.
Marking work in Religious Education needs to be:

 Consistent with the schools marking policy
 Positive and constructive so that it affirms and celebrate success

and encourages future learning
 Serve to challenge and encourage pupils to reflect
 Encourage high standards
 Give attention to key vocabulary.

Comments  made  will  reflect  on  the  progress  in  understanding  of  the  Religious
Education concepts being explored. Consistency of approach across the  Key
Stages is important.
“Guidelines  for  the  Assessment,  Recording  and Reporting  of  Religious Education”,
NBRIA pg.13-15

Mrs H Appah                                                         Mrs C Cyrus
Headteacher                                                          RE Subject Leader

Updated:  July  2017                                               To be reviewed: July 2019
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