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English Martyrs’ Catholic Primary 

School Newsletter  

THANK YOU to all the key workers 

who are putting themselves at risk 

every day to help support us during 

this pandemic. 

We have a number of parents who 

work within the NHS and wanted to 

say you are all amazing and we are 

all so proud of you for your hard 

work and dedication.  Please stay 

safe.  

  

Special Edition Newsletter 2020  

Dear Parents, pupils and staff.  I hope you and all your family members are well and keeping safe. I 

know these are anxious times for everybody, Thank You for your support, understanding and 

co-operation given the Government lockdown announcement and the affect this is having on you and 

your families. We miss all of you so much and the school isn't the same without you.  Sending you all 

God’s Blessing and warm regards, please keep in touch with us and keep safe.  

 

EMS has been open to pupils whose 

parents are key workers, please see 

below some quotes from the pupils 

that have been here. 

Uzo (Y5) - I felt calm, at peace 

being back in school again. I 

really missed school.  I was a 

little disappointed that all my 

friends were not in school, but 

then I realised that I got more 

work done because I was not 

distracted by my friends and 

more focused on my learning. 

  

Edward (Y4) - I felt great 

coming back to school this week, 

because I enjoyed learning new 

things at school, especially 

planting. 

 

Michael (Y3) - I was so happy 

when I was told that I could 

come back to school. 

 

Francis (Y1) - I don’t like 

staying at home, so I got 

excited when I came to school 

and love playing football with 

my friends. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Onyinyechi (Y1) - I am so happy 

about coming in to school because 

when I am at home, I get kind of 

bored and miss all the other children 

in my school. I love learning because 

it makes me get smart and clever. 

  

Fatima (Y1) - I was really happy when I 

went back to school , even though some 

of my friends were at home. My teacher 

answered a lot of my questions and 

made me feel safe. 

 

Ugochukwu (Reception) 

I was surprised when I came in to 

school and I saw my friends because I 

thought I was going to be in school by 

myself. I like doing my work, reading 

and doing my maths. 

 

Albert (Nursery) 

I like coming to school and doing 

some painting. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

School Website—we have put lots 

of fun and educational links on 

our site for you to access while at 

home, please have a look at our 

Teaching and Learning Page. 

Yr 3 page—Mr Field and Ms Rossi 

have uploaded a video story of 

Charlottes Web for you all to 

enjoy– please have a look  

  

 Home work packs—many parents have 

collected a work pack the school has 

put together, this has some writing 

books provided for your child/ren to 

use when writing stories or for helping 

to work out maths questions. These 

are for you to keep at home. Home 

schooling—during this time we 

understand home schooling your 

child/ren can be a bit scary for parents 

please be assured we are here to help 

in way we can 

 

We work on updating purple mash 

and mymaths daily; teachers are able 

to see who are completing tasks set 

and send messages.  

If your child is finding any of the 

tasks hard there is an option to 

contact the teacher with any concerns 

and they will get back to you.   

  

 

Keeping fit and healthy—there are 

lots of online workout videos 

designed for children and adults to 

do together to keep you active, I 

hope you are all keeping fit, it’s 

hard but rewarding. 

 



“My daughter is in year 6 and has been 

doing her work on MyMaths, 

purplemash and Topmarks, she has 

been partaking in different healthy 

exercises. In addition to this, she’s been 

learning to cook. -She has been doing 

indoor activities, keeping in touch with 

friends, keeping safe and 

maintaining  good personal hygiene. 

She has been reading and meditating 

on the word of God. She’s been 

attending interactive Bible studies 

online. 
  

My other daughter in yr 1 has also been 

doing her school homework. Playing 

games, doing exercise and helping her 

younger sister in nursery with her 

learning as well.   

 

My daughter in nursery has also been 

doing some learning, learning how to 

write letters and numbers, doing 

painting, puzzles, dressing up and 

playing cooking”.  

 

We are very proud of all of them. 
  

 

Messages from Parent and Pupils  
  

 A very Well Done to Fatima in year 1 who 

has been working very hard at school and 

at home. Mum who is a NHS worker sent 

us this message to share her daughters 

achievements .  

“Fatima comes to school whilst either I 

go to work or from a night shift, when 

she comes home she has online work 

that I have time tabled. A couple of days 

ago IXL sent her a certificate of Excellent 

Performance on year 1 maths skill.  I 

would also like to thank all her teachers 

for there input in her studies. “ 

  

My daughter [Michelle 6M], has made a 

beautiful model of her school. She 

worked so hard. I am so proud of her.  

From Michelle's Mum. Well done 

Michelle and we hope we get to see your 

model soon.     
  

 

Aisha Bangura 4J - “As lockdown 

began I only went out once to go and 

to ride my bike. Since Boris Johnson 

said “The only reason to leave your 

house is : for food, medicine, daily 

exercise, for work and to do 

shopping.” When I’m at home I do 

my, my maths , purple mash and 

read some books, complete work 

book and learn French. We also do 

puzzles and arts and craft. This 

COVID-19 is making everyone 

anxious but all you need to do is have 

faith and trust in God. I also do P.E 

lessons and just dance for exercise.” 
  

Sean from year 2, has been playing 

with his little brother and doing his 

homework 

  

 
Ethan, Kalen and Nile have been very busy at 

home, they want to share with you some of 

their ideas. 

Kalen invented the Bucket Game: 

Equipment: 3 Buckets each labels with points 

2,4,6, 1 tennis Ball, Treats/ rewards 

Instructions: (1) The buckets are assembled in 

a straight line, from the smallest number to 
the highest.  (2) Each player has a turn of 

throwing the ball into the bucket.  (3) 

Depending on the bucket number that the ball 

lands in will determine the number of treats 

that the player receives. 

Ethan enjoys the Mammal Scavenger 

Hunt Activity.  - 

https://www.pwssd.k12.wi.us/cms/lib/W

I02215565/Centricity/Domain/316/167fil

e10944.pdf 

Equipment: Print outs activity from the 

above website. Scissors 

Instructions:  Cut out the 18 Mammal 

Fact sheets and place them around the 

house.  Give each player a Manmal Fact 

sheet to complete as they walk around 

the house answering the 

questions. When finished adult checks 

answers.  

Nile enjoys Yoga for beginners  

This is a good exercise for kids and 

relaxation for us parents -  

  

 

Ethan, Kalen, and Nile all enjoy Home circuit 
Training 
 Equipment:  Any exercise equipment that 
you have in the house. Paper and Pen 
StopWatch or mobile phone 
Instructions:  1) Label each station (Star 

Jumps, Squats, step-ups etc..)  2) 

Demonstrate how each exercise is done. 3) 

Each person gets a go at timing the 

exercise., 4) Each exercise is performed for 

2 minutes at a time.  

Science Experiments:  Creating a 

Volcano—Equipment:  Baking Soda, 

Vinegar, Water, Washing-up Liquid,  

Plastic Cup, Red Food Colouring  The 

experiment should be carried out in the 

kitchen sink as it can be very messy!  Kids 

then write about the experiment.  

  

 

Victor from Yr 6 has been busy at 
home working, he has also been 
supporting the NHS by pretending to 
be a doctor and staying safe as well 
as drawing a lovely picture to share 
with us.  
  

 

 

 

 

Atinuke has drawn a lovely pictures 

and completed lots of maths work in 

his book, also practicing hand writing 

that looks lovely and neat—well done  

  

  

 

 

https://www.pwssd.k12.wi.us/cms/lib/WI02215565/Centricity/Domain/316/167file10944.pdf
https://www.pwssd.k12.wi.us/cms/lib/WI02215565/Centricity/Domain/316/167file10944.pdf
https://www.pwssd.k12.wi.us/cms/lib/WI02215565/Centricity/Domain/316/167file10944.pdf


  
  

 

Enock and Daniella have also been very busy at home—have a look at what they 

have been doing. 

    
  

 

These are some great message and thank 

you to all of you for sending us your 

achievements and stories.  You are all in 
our thoughts and prayers.  

  

 Many classes were lucky enough to have 

been able to enjoy trips this term, a visit to 

Noah’s Ark, The Institut of Francais, the 

London Aquarium and Year 6 were very 

lucky to see the Lion King.   

I am so happy that our pupils were able to 

have had these experiences and we hope to 

continue where we left off when we are all 

back to school.  

  

 

Parents of Children with Special Educational Needs: 

Please keep up to date with support available in Southwark for you and your 

children by visiting the Local Offer webpage: https://localoffer.southwark.gov.uk/ 

Southwark's Autism Support Team 

Southwark's Autism Support Team are now working remotely and aim to bring to 

parents of children with autism a fortnightly newsletter, inclusive of ideas, helpful 

links and possible resources.  

To join the mailing list, find out about online training opportunities for parents, 

or to contact the team with any questions please email : 

AutismSupportTeam@southwark.gov.uk 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Advice and Support from Southwark  

Food Please see below for a link for parents 

about getting the most from their schools 

meal vouchers: 

https://biteback2030.com/real-story/making

-your-ps15-free-school-meal-voucher-go-furt

her-home 

There is a shopping list and meal options 

information on there that might be useful. 

 “The ingredients on this list can be used to 

prepare hot or cold food, and it’s all checked 

to be within the School Food Standards. We 

hope this will be useful to parents and carers, 

giving them a small helping hand while they 

try and do the best they can for their 

families.” 

 Public Health are keeping updated their list 

of food banks and charities, please click here 

for the latest information: 

https://www.southwark.gov.uk/health-and-

wellbeing/public-health/for-the-public/coro

navirus/food-access 

  

 

Easter Celebrations 

During these difficult and scary times with the stay at home message, 

we will not be able to attend church to celebrate Easter. Please take 

time to send a prayer of Thanks to our Lord. Easter is a time to 

remember that we are all saved. Jesus died so that we could be saved 

from sin, and that although we do sin as humans, if we see Him as that 

light that can bring us out of darkness, we can live in His light 

continually. 

Sending you God Blessing at this Special time in our Catholic Faith. 

  

  

  

 

The school will be closed from 9th April until further notice.  

Please do not hesitate to contact the school via email at 

office@englishmartyrs.southwark.sch.uk if you have any questions or 

concerns.  

This decision was not made easily and we miss you all.  

We will continue to keep in touch with you all by text and emails, please 

email the school if you do not receive messages or know of anyone that 

doesn't so we can help them keep in touch.  Please visit our school website 

regularly. 

We all hope to be able to see you soon; we especially hope to be able to see 

our year 6 pupils before they begin their new journey in Secondary School.  

  

  

 

Please continue to follow the 

Government guidelines and keep 

yourself safe and healthy. 
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